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SYNOPSIS SAMPLE PROGRESSION FOR 

Made in Heaven 

A New Adult Novel by Lizette Clarke 

 

This document shows FIVE drafts of a synopsis. It shows the whole development process, from sprawling, 
un-focused first draft to tight, awesome, compelling final draft. I worked with the writer, Lizette, at each 
stage. My notes are in the margin comments to the right.  -- Jennie Nash 

 

Original Synopsis 

While giving a campus tour of St. Alban Academy, 17-year old DINAH experiences a 
nosebleed. An overachiever with a high IQ, Dinah has a rare form of hemophilia which demands 
that she be more careful than other girls her age; but Dinah believes in taking risks. That same 
night, while closing up at the café where she works, she has another nosebleed and loses 
consciousness. She comes close to dying, but instead of waking up in an angel’s arms, she wakes 
in the arms of her arch nemesis, 18-year old MICHAEL. Rather than the normal TK he spouts, 
he tells her they need to get married. Soon. 

Earlier that day, Michael failed to convince his college advisor to award him any 
financial aid. Being an orphan whose way was paid at St. Alban’s, he feels entitled to free 
money. He later plays hookie with wealthy friend CHUCK, who reveals that his mother is on a 
scholarship committee for Minorities with Priorities, a 4-year, full-paid scholarship for married 
minority students. Michael is intrigued, but after reading the application guidelines, he realizes 
that real marriage is required, and the only person going to the same college with him come fall 
is Dinah, who he can’t stand.  

So that night, hoping to suggest a marriage of convenience in order to win the 
scholarship, he goes to track down Dinah at the café where she works, but find her unconscious 
behind the counter and covered in blood. He helps her get home, where she rebuffs his marriage 
proposal by laughing in his face. She teases that she’ll only marry him if he has his way with her 
on her bed right there and then. Flustered and embarrassed, Michael flees. 

 At Dinah’s fundraiser for the local observatory, a kissing booth is delivered instead of the 
dunk tank she ordered. She convinces Michael to do the kissing booth by saying she’ll marry 
him. Michael reluctantly does the booth, but complains of a sore throat afterwards. Dinah 
confesses she has no intention of marrying him. Furious, he pulls her into an aggressive kiss, 
saying he hopes to make her sick with whatever he has. Dinah is conflicted; Michael is an ass, 
but the kiss was hot. 

Dinah wakes up with a bad fever the next day. She’s admitted to the hospital, where she 
finds out she has yet another rare genetic disorder, Familial Mediterranean Fever. Dinah sees this 
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as proof that God hates her, but then Michael comes to her room and is surprisingly tender. The 
hatchet seems to be buried between the two until Michael reveals that he has to leave for a date. 

The date does not go well because Michael thinks about Dinah the whole time. Desperate 
for money to put towards school, Michael accepts a job breaking into someone’s apartment and 
planting drugs. While he preps to do the job, Dinah tells him she thinks they should try to win 
the scholarship and get married, but Michael thinks she’s just messing with him again. She 
blackmails him into taking her with him on the job. 

They break into the apartment and end up having to hide in a closet while the apartment’s 
inhabitants have drug-fueled sex for hours. Dinah enjoys the spectacle, but Michael is 
embarrassed and aroused from being in close, hot quarters with her. Once they’re finally able to 
escape, Michael acknowledges that as sad as it is, breaking and entering and then hiding in a 
closet is the closest thing to a real date he’s ever had. Though Michael is still suspicious of 
Dinah’s motives, they agree once and for all to partner up for the marriage scam. They formulate 
a plan, and realize that while they could easily win the scholarship, the marriage will be strictly 
of convenience. Michael opens up about his childhood and they share an intimate moment, 
actually becoming friends. 

Dinah has a run-in with Chuck’s mother, who is on the scholarship committee, and who 
drunkenly assumes Dinah is sleeping with her husband. Chuck’s father comes to the rescue and 
as a way for apologizing for his wife’s actions, he invites Dinah and her new fiancé over for 
dinner. 

Dinner mostly goes well, though Chuck’s parents spend the whole time bickering. Dinah 
gets a little tipsy and goes to the bathroom to take her medication for her newest illness.  

While she’s gone, Chuck’s father offers Michael a job: break into his wife’s therapist’s 
office and steal her medical records to use against her in a divorce. Michael accepts, but wants 
employee benefits, since his future wife will need health insurance. They shake on it. 

While Dinah is in the bathroom, Chuck’s sexy brother invites himself in. They fool 
around, and Michael catches them in the act. On the drive home, Michael pulls over, and he 
Dinah have a huge fight on the side of the road, where they decide that getting married would be 
a huge mistake. Dinah hops back in the car—which has been stolen, of course—and leaves 
Michael on the side of the road. He walks a few miles until he sees the car in a ditch and Dinah 
bleeding from her injuries.  

An unconscious Dinah is admitted to the ER, and the doctor explains that the situation is 
dire. Panicked, Michael calls a friend for emotional support. This 21-year old friend delivers the 
book’s mission statement: becoming an adult is scary as hell. He understands that Michael would 
get married if it meant he didn’t have to become an adult alone. Michael is literally covered in 
blood, so he goes home to shower and get some of Dinah’s things for another hospital stay. 

Michael finds a joint in his friend’s truck and smokes it to calm his nerves. He goes to 
Dinah’s room to pack some of her belongings, but because he’s so damn high and so exhausted, 
he ends up falling asleep in her bed. Dinah’s there watching him when he wakes up, alive but 
with bruises and stiches. She tells Michael she owes him a favor for saving her life, saying she’ll 
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marry him if he still wants her to. Michael silently wishes she’d marry him because she loves 
him, not out of obligation. Unable to handle his feelings for her, he retreats. 

Days pass, and Dinah realizes Michael is avoiding her. When she confronts him, they get 
in another huge fight before fooling around on Michael’s bed. To both their surprises, Dinah puts 
a stop to it. Michael is disappointed, yet relieved. He decides there’s only one thing left to do. 

The following day, while Dinah gives a tour of the school, Michael gets on one knee and 
proposes with a beautiful, stolen engagement ring. Dinah accepts. The people on the tour cheer. 
While hugging Michael, Dinah tells him that his act was so convincing, the proposal almost 
seemed real. 

 

 

Second Synopsis, with Guiding Questions for Both Protagonists 

From Jennie: Because her original draft has so many holes and questions (it’s kind of sprawling all over 
everywhere), I asked Lizette to go back to basics and answer the following questions about her 
protagonist. While making an outline for fiction, consider focusing on answering the following questions: 

 

•   Who is your main character? Forget physical descriptions. Think in terms of how he sees the 
world and what he believes about it before the story start. Is what’s happening in the story going 
to reinforce the belief? Change it? 
Michael Andante is a former prodigy who feels more comfortable using his talented hands to pick 
pockets rather than play piano. He steals professionally, but also because he legitimately can’t 
help himself. He was born a triplet, and he and his sister and brother have spent their entire lives 
at St. Alban’s Catholic orphanage. Narcissistic and entitled, Michael believes his cute face and 
lack of parents entitle him to whatever he wants. When his arrogance leads him to overlook and 
miss out on all viable financial aid options for college, he realizes he may not be able to attend the 
school of his dreams, which means what TK. 

•   What does your main character want? What does your main character need? Try to pinpoint one 
main desire – and name both the internal desire and the external desire. 
Michael wants to go to college for free. He doesn’t think he should have to pay for anything—not 
even higher education. When he finds out about a diversity scholarship for married minority 
students, he jumps on the possibility to cheat his way into free tuition. That’s where Dinah 
DiMinuendo comes in: she’s the only other person he knows going to the same school come fall, 
she has a genius IQ, and she’s not white. He and Dinah hate each other, but Michael still expects 
her to help him out. What Michael really needs is to accept that the root of his being a thief in 
every way—and his kleptomania—stems from a belief that he doesn’t deserve anything that 
might be earned or given freely, especially love. 

•   Who or what is keeping your main character from getting what he wants? Think both external and 
internal. The internal is what the reader will be rooting for. The external are the events that force 
it to happen. 
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By not teaming up with him to get married and win the scholarship, Dinah is Michael’s external 
obstacle. Internally, his obstacle is his inability to see how much he loves Dinah, and how much 
he wants her to love him. 

•   What decision or moment prompts the main character to take initial action towards getting what 
he wants? This is where your book starts. 
Michael proposes to Dinah.  

•   What is the first turning point, where your main character makes a decision that can’t be taken 
back, or that leads him in an entirely new direction? 
Dinah asks Michael to work the kissing booth at her fundraiser. Kissing strangers—kissing 
anyone—is not something Michael is comfortable with, but he agrees when Dinah promises to do 
the scholarship with him in exchange. After he earns her fundraiser a ton of cash working the 
kissing booth, she reveals she never had any intention to marry him. In a show of aggression, he 
kisses her. Later, he regrets it and apologizes, then scores a date with another possible marriage 
candidate. 

•   What is the second turning point?  
The date goes terribly, partly because the other prospect is even more obnoxious and entitled than 
Michael is, and partly because she’s not Dinah. After his date, Dinah confronts Michael and tells 
her she wants marry him and win the scholarship. Relishing the role reversal, he rejects her. 
Instead, she blackmails him into taking her with him while he goes on a breaking and entering job 
that night and reluctantly, he lets her come along. They break into the mark’s apartment, but the 
mark comes home unexpectedly early. They hide in the closet and things get very sexually 
charged. Once they finally are able to escape, he realizes that he and Dinah actually do make a 
good team. They agree once and for all to try the marriage thing to get the scholarship and start 
planning for it. They’re able to spend time together without fighting. They start to trust each 
other. They become friends. Michael is suspicious about Dinah’s true intentions, but falls in love 
anyway. 

•   When is your main character at his lowest point? 
At a dinner with one of the members of scholarship foundation, Dinah has too much to drink and 
excuses herself. Michael then catches her in a compromising position with another guy. He feels 
betrayed; even though their engagement and marriage are a sham, he hates the thought of Dinah 
with someone else. They have a huge fight. Dinah astutely points out that the only reason Michael 
steals everything is because he doesn’t believe he deserves to be given anything by anyone. Dinah 
then gets into a car accident. Michael gets her to the ER just as she’s going into shock. He spends 
the night freaking out that she might not survive. He feels guilty for blowing up at her and 
realizes everything she said about him was true. He also realizes that he loves her. 

•   What is the external event that forces your character to finally confront his internal desire? 
Once Dinah recovers, they exchange apologies. Acknowledging that she owes him a favor, she 
tells Michael she’ll marry him if he still wants. He doesn’t tell her that he wants her to marry him 
out of love, not just for the scholarship. They begin to get intimate, but Dinah puts a stop to 
things. Michael doesn’t understand the rejection, but accepts it. There’s still time to score the 
scholarship, so he figures out a way that he can make their marriage mutually beneficial. 

•   What is the resolution?  
Michael accepts a job that’s as shady as all his other work, but he requests being paid as an actual 
employee with health benefits that he can extend to his spouse. Once he has this, he presents the 
information to Dinah and proposes to her before a large group of people. Dinah accepts the 
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proposal. Michael gets what he wanted—a marriage that can help him win a full-paid 
scholarship—but he wishes the marriage was real. He wishes Dinah loved him. He has no idea 
how to tell Dinah how he feels. 

•   How has your main character changed? This is where your book ends. 
Michael is not as self-involved or entitled as he was at the beginning of the book, realizing that he 
doesn’t have to steal everything. Some things can be earned. 
 
 
From Jennie: Lizette’s book features two main characters and she was really struggling with 
letting one of them go for the synopsis. I asked her to do the questions for the second character, 
as well, just so she could be 100% clear about both characters. But at the end of the day, almost 
every story really is just one person’s story – even stories with many multiple POVs. You will see 
later that Lizette does, in fact, let Dinah go for the purposes of the synopsis. 
 

•   Who is your main character? Forget physical descriptions. Think in terms of how she sees the 
world, what she believes about it. Is what’s happening reinforcing that? Changing that? 
Dinah doesn’t live life. She sees her entire existence as a challenge, and that’s not a bad thing. 
Dinah loves challenge. She lives for competition and loves beating the odds.  

•   What does your main character want? What does your main character need? 
Dinah has always dreamed of going to space. Dinah wishes Father Teddy would renounce the 
church and run away with her, supporting her while she becomes a brilliant astrophysicist and 
astronaut. Dinah wants her paranoid schizophrenic mother—who lives in a halfway house and no 
longer has custody of Dinah—to be less of a burden. Dinah wants to man a space shuttle before 
her rare form of hemophilia and the increasing probability of a schizophrenia diagnosis make it 
impossible. Dinah doesn’t like Michael, but she wants him in her life because he keeps her on her 
toes. He is perpetual challenge. Dinah wants to have as much sex and eat as many desserts as 
possible before she dies. Dinah wants Father Teddy to love her and pay attention to her. Dinah 
needs to accept that things are beyond her control. Dinah needs to forgive her parents. Dinah 
needs to allow herself to be vulnerable. 

•   Who or what is keeping your main character from obtaining what she wants? Think both external 
and internal. The internal is what the reader will be rooting for. The external just forces it to 
happen. 
Dinah’s mother’s pregnancy will make it impossible for Dinah to make a clean break. Finding out 
that Father Teddy—the priest she has lusted after throughout all of adolescence—is her father 
puts a major dent in her plans and cripples her entire identity. When Dinah decides that marrying 
Michael would be suitable revenge against her father, Michael becomes an obstacle by not only 
rescinding his marriage proposal, but by suspecting she’s up to something. Dinah’s resistance to 
trust or open herself up to Michael is an obstacle. 

•   What decision or moment prompts the main character to take initial action or get started on his or 
her journey? This is where your book starts. 
The day following her fundraiser for a new telescope at the observatory—and the morning after 
Michael kisses her—Dinah wakes up with a fever and debilitating pain. Father Teddy takes her to 
the hospital, overly familiar with her symptoms. It turns out she has yet one more hereditary 
illness to worry about, and Father Teddy knows because his aunts and sisters have it, too. It takes 
Dinah a moment to realize what he’s telling her: she’s lived at the orphanage and not in foster 
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care because she’s his actual child. All these years, the attention he gave her had nothing to do 
with sexual tension; he was taking care of her without compromising his vows of chastity, 
poverty, or obedience. Dinah is angry and irrevocably damaged by the news. Her resentment for 
both parents is twofold: not only did they both lie to her, but their genes have literally been a 
lethal combination for her. Impulsively, Dinah wants to marry Michael with the hope of 
wounding her father by marrying someone he hates. 

•   What is the first turning point, where your main character makes a decision that can’t be taken 
back, or that leads her in an entirely new direction? 
Dinah agrees to marry Michael and try to win the scholarship (that she doesn’t really need; she 
has her own fellowship through her new school’s observatory), but Michael has already moved 
on. Dinah won’t accept defeat. Seeing that Michael is going on a job breaking and entering and 
planting drugs in someone’s apartment, she blackmails him into taking her with him by 
threatening to call the cops. Going with him has as much to do with irritating Michael as it does 
with simply wanting to be bad. She’s seen Michael go through life cheating and stealing with 
nary a consequence, while her hard work has only rewarded her with illness after illness and a 
crush on her own father. She finds the idea of breaking the law with Michael as an answer to her 
problems. Fortunately, while on the heist, she and Michael connect and she realizes they make a 
hell of a team.  

•   What is the second turning point?  
Michael invites Dinah to see where the married students on campus live, and it’s a major upgrade 
from orphanage life. They decide to get married in Atlantic City over Memorial Day weekend, 
because New Jersey has no blood test requirement, and Dinah seeks any opportunity not to have 
her blood drawn. They decide to start putting some effort into actually appearing like a real 
couple, which requires physical contact. Michael finally opens up to her and they share a warm 
moment outside of the campus observatory. Dinah’s goal is still to hurt her father, but she doesn’t 
mind the idea of creating a future with Michael—no matter how fake it is or how shortly it lasts. 

•   When is your main character at her lowest point? 
Dinah doesn’t get much lower than when she finds out Father Teddy is her father, but fooling 
around with Destino—and having Michael walk in on it—comes close. This moment leads to an 
ugly, long overdue, no-holds-barred fight between them. Dinah takes off with Michael’s (stolen) 
ride and crashes into a ditch. It’s not a serious accident, but Dinah is bleeding. She loses blood 
and consciousness quickly, but survives.  

•   What is the final turning point? 
Following her ER visit, Dinah realizes Michael is avoiding her and goes to great lengths to get 
their relationship back to how it was before her hookup with Destino. Michael confesses that he 
was jealous, but more than anything he was afraid that she would die and that he’d lose her 
forever. Dinah is overcome with affection for him. They almost consummate their relationship—
or whatever it is—but Dinah puts a stop to it. Her newfound feelings for Michael overwhelm and 
frighten her.  

•   What is the resolution? (Make sure your resolution gives the main character what he wants/needs 
even if it’s not what he REALLY thought he wanted/needed.) 
Dinah decides to cut both of her parents out of her life and even though she is starting to feel 
something for Michael, she avoids him. When he proposes—this time with sweetness instead of 
arrogance—she accepts. She marvels over how authentic that proposal looked. She has no idea 
that Michael meant every word of it. 
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•   How has your main character changed? This is where your book ends. 
Dinah continues going about her life with the same drive and passion she’s known for, but she’s 
no longer a dreamer. She no longer believes in love, which blinds her to her true feelings for 
Michael. However, she accepts him as someone she needs and no longer as an enemy. With a 
new last name, she hopes, she can create a new identity for herself. 
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Third Draft 

From Jennie: Here, Lizette is still following the questions, but refining them as she goes. 

 

• Who is your main character? Forget physical descriptions for now. Think in terms of how he sees 
the world and what he believes about it before the story start. Is what’s happening in the story going to 
reinforce the belief? Change it? 

Michael Andante is a former prodigy who feels more comfortable using his talented hands to pick pockets 
rather than play piano. He steals professionally, but also because he legitimately can’t help himself. He 
was born a triplet, and he and his sister and brother have spent their entire lives at St. Alban’s Catholic 
orphanage. Narcissistic and entitled, Michael believes his cute face and lack of parents entitle him to 
whatever he wants. When his arrogance leads him to overlook and miss out on all viable financial aid 
options for college, he realizes he may not be able to attend the school of his dreams. Success is 
everything, and without the promise of it, Michael may have to confront  the fact that there’s nothing 
special about him—a hard task for any child abandoned at birth. 

• What does your main character want? What does your main character need? Try to pinpoint one 
main desire – and name both the internal desire and the external desire. 

Michael wants to go to college for free. He doesn’t think he should have to pay for anything—not even 
higher education. When he finds out about a diversity scholarship for married minority students, he jumps 
on the possibility to cheat his way into free tuition. That’s where Dinah DiMinuendo comes in: she’s the 
only other person he knows going to the same school come fall, she has a genius IQ, and she’s not white. 
He and Dinah hate each other, but Michael still expects her to help him out. What Michael really needs is 
to accept that the root of his being a thief in every way—and his kleptomania—stems from a belief that he 
doesn’t deserve anything that might be earned or given freely, especially love. 

• Who or what is keeping your main character from getting what he wants? Think both external and 
internal. The internal is what the reader will be rooting for. The external are the events that force it to 
happen. 

By not teaming up with him to get married and win the scholarship, Dinah is Michael’s external obstacle. 
Internally, his obstacle is his inability to see how much he actually loves Dinah, and how much he wants 
her to love him. 

• What decision or moment forces the main character to take initial action towards getting what he 
wants? This is where your book starts. Remember that change is hard – even good change. Most people 
don’t take action unless their back is to the wall and they have no choice. 

Michael first discovers the scholarship exists and comes up with a plan to convince Dinah to marry him 
and win the scholarship with him.   

• What is the effect of his having taken that first action? What happens as a result? You want each 
moment to lead to the next in a cause and effect trajectory – this happens and BECAUSE OF THAT, this 
other thing happens.  
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Even though kissing strangers—kissing anyone—is not something Michael is comfortable with, he agrees 
to do a kissing booth at Dinah’s fundraiser in exchange for her teaming up with him for the scholarship. 
When Dinah reveals she never had any intention to marry him, Michael feels betrayed—and worse, 
outsmarted by his foe yet again. With no other ammunition, he forcefully kisses her. He then feels 
conflicted: he hates Dinah, but damn if that kiss wasn’t hot. 

• What happens next because of THAT?  

After an unsuccessful date with someone who could never help him win the scholarship, Dinah tells 
Michael she wants to marry him and win the scholarship. Relishing the role reversal and his new position 
of power, he rejects her out of spite. After she blackmails him into taking her with him on a breaking and 
entering job that night and reluctantly, he realizes that they actually do make a good team. He decides to 
go through with the marriage with her. Soon, they’re able to spend time together without fighting and 
while being fake fiancés, they become friends. Michael finds himself falling in love with his worst 
enemy. 

• When is your main character at his lowest point? And why? 

Michael catches his faux fiancée in a compromising position with another guy. Though their engagement 
and marriage are a sham, he hates the thought of Dinah with someone else and feels incredibly betrayed. 
They have a huge fight. Dinah astutely points out that the only reason Michael steals everything is 
because he doesn’t believe he deserves to be given anything by anyone. Instead of giving her the 
satisfaction of being right, he hits her below the belt emotionally. Storming away after their fight, Dinah 
drives away and then gets into a car accident.  

• What is the external event that forces your character to finally confront his internal desire? 

Michael gets her to the ER just as she’s going into shock. Things aren’t looking good, and he spends the 
night freaking out that she might not survive. He feels guilty for blowing up at her and realizes everything 
she said about him during their fight was true—that he doesn’t think he deserves love and that he does 
need her. More than anything. 

• What is the resolution of the plot?  

Michael accepts a job that’s as shady as all his other work, but he requests being paid as an actual 
employee with health benefits that he can extend to his spouse. Once he has this, he presents the 
information to Dinah and proposes to her before a large group of people. Dinah accepts the proposal. 
Michael gets what he wanted—a marriage that can help him win a full-paid scholarship—but he wishes 
the marriage was real. He wishes Dinah loved him. He has no idea how to tell Dinah how he feels. We go 
into the next book of the series with this dilemma. 

• What is the resolution of the internal change? In other words, how has your main character 
changed from where he began the story? What does he now believe about himself and the world? This is 
where your book ends. 

Michael is not as self-involved or entitled as he was at the beginning of the book, realizing that he doesn’t 
have to steal everything. Some things can be earned. 
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• Who is your main character? Forget physical descriptions. Think in terms of how he sees the 
world and what he believes about it before the story start. Is what’s happening in the story going to 
reinforce the belief? Change it? 

Dinah lives with a rare form of hemophilia, but she’s also an overachiever with a high IQ. Therefore, she 
sees her entire existence as a challenge, and that’s not a bad thing. Dinah loves challenge. She lives for 
competition and loves beating the odds. She looks forward to graduating high school, leaving the 
orphanage, and starting college, where she believes she can be her own person—living beyond the 
shadow of her mentally ill mother—before what will likely be a premature death. 

• What does your main character want? What does your main character need? Try to pinpoint one 
main desire – and name both the internal desire and the external desire. 

Externally, Dinah wants Father Teddy—who she has crushed on for years—to love her. This is what she 
wants internally as well, but more than anything she wants someone to love her. She wants someone to 
choose her for once and make sacrifices for her for once. 

• Who or what is keeping your main character from getting what he wants? Think both external and 
internal. The internal is what the reader will be rooting for. The external are the events that force it to 
happen. 

Finding out that Father Teddy—the priest she has lusted after throughout all of adolescence—is her father 
puts a major dent in her plans and cripples her entire identity. When Dinah decides that marrying Michael 
would be suitable revenge against her father, Michael becomes an obstacle by no longer wanting to get 
married and turning the tables—now Dinah must convince Michael to marry her without revealing her 
reasons for changing her mind. 

• What decision or moment prompts the main character to take initial action towards getting what 
he wants? This is where your book starts. 

Dinah discovers that all these years, the attention Father Teddy gave her had nothing to do with sexual 
tension, and that he was only taking care of her without compromising his vows of chastity, poverty, or 
obedience. Dinah is angry and irrevocably damaged by the news. Her resentment for both parents is 
twofold: not only did they both lie to her, but their genes have literally been a lethal combination for her. 
Impulsively, Dinah wants to marry Michael with the hope of wounding her father by marrying someone 
he hates. 

• What is the first turning point, where your main character makes a decision that can’t be taken 
back, or that leads him in an entirely new direction? 

Dinah agrees to marry Michael and try to win the scholarship (that she doesn’t really need; she has her 
own fellowship through her new school’s observatory), but Michael has already moved on. Dinah won’t 
accept defeat. She accompanies Michael on an illegal job, and going with him has as much to do with 
irritating Michael as it does with simply wanting to be bad. She’s seen Michael go through life cheating 
and stealing with nary a consequence, while her hard work has only rewarded her with illness after illness 
and a crush on her own father. 

• What is the second turning point?  
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Michael finally opens up to her and they share a warm moment, actually becoming friends. Dinah’s goal 
is still to hurt her father, but she’s starting to fall for this side of Michael that she’s seeing for the first 
time. 

• When is your main character at his lowest point? 

Dinah doesn’t get much lower than when she finds out Father Teddy is her father, but fooling around with 
Destino—and having Michael walk in on it—comes close. This moment leads to an ugly, long overdue, 
no-holds-barred fight between them. Dinah takes off with Michael’s (stolen) ride and crashes into a ditch. 
It’s not a serious accident, but Dinah loses blood and consciousness quickly. 

• What is the external event that forces your character to finally confront his internal desire? 

Following her ER visit, Dinah realizes Michael is avoiding her and goes to great lengths to get their 
relationship back to how it was before her hookup with Destino. Michael confesses that he was jealous, 
but more than anything he was afraid that she would die and that he’d lose her forever. Dinah is overcome 
with affection for him. They almost consummate their relationship—or whatever it is—but Dinah puts a 
stop to it. Her newfound feelings for Michael overwhelm and frighten her. 

• What is the resolution?  

When he proposes—this time with sweetness instead of arrogance—she accepts, seeing him as someone 
she needs and no longer as an enemy. With a new last name, she hopes, she can create a new identity for 
herself. She marvels over how authentic that proposal looked. She has no idea that Michael meant every 
word of it. 

• How has your main character changed? This is where your book ends. 

Dinah continues going about her life with the same drive and passion she’s known for, but she’s no longer 
a dreamer. She no longer believes in love, and this blinds her to her true feelings for Michael—which 
becomes a major problem as we head into the next book of the series. 

 
 
Fourth Draft  
 
From Jennie: Here, the guiding questions have been removed. 
 
 
Michael Andante is a former prodigy who feels more comfortable using his talented hands to 
pick pockets than play the piano. He steals professionally, but also because he legitimately can’t 
help himself. Born a triplet and abandoned at birth, Michael, his sister and identical brother have 
spent their entire lives at St. Alban’s Catholic orphanage. Despite this, Michael is narcissistic and 
entitled, believing that his cute face and lack of parents allow him to take and do whatever he 
pleases. But when his arrogance leads him to overlook and miss out on all viable financial aid 
options for college, he realizes he may not be able to attend the school of his dreams. Without 
some way to pay for school, he’ll be stuck—another St. Alban’s orphan who never amounted to 
anything.  Comment	  [JN65]:	  SO	  GOOD!	  	  
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Because he doesn’t believe he should have to pay for anything in life—including higher 
education—Michael jumps on the chance to cheat his way into free tuition when he discovers a 
diversity scholarship for married minority students. Michael knows he can convince the 
scholarship committee to award him with four years of tuition, but he needs to find someone to 
marry him before the application deadline in 30 days. 

That’s where Dinah DiMinuendo comes in—the one other person of color Michael 
knows who’ll be going to the same college in the fall. An overachiever with a high IQ, Dinah 
lives with a rare form of hemophilia and sees her entire existence as a challenge—and that’s not 
a bad thing. She lives for competition and loves beating the odds, and few things please her more 
than outsmarting Michael Andante. She looks forward to graduating high school, leaving the 
orphanage, and starting college, where she believes she can become her own person, living 
beyond the shadow of her mentally ill mother. Dinah wants Father Teddy—the sexy Greek priest 
who she has crushed on for years—to love her, but more than anything, she wants someone to 
love her. She wants someone to choose her and make sacrifices for her for once, the way her 
young mother—an orphan herself—never could. 

Michael and Dinah hate each other, but Michael still expects her to put their stormy 
history aside and help him out by getting married for the scholarship. Relishing that she has 
something Michael wants, Dinah teases him and strings him along, even convincing him to work 
the kissing booth at her fundraiser in exchange for her hand in marriage. Even though kissing 
strangers—kissing anyone—is not something the intimacy-averse Michael is comfortable with, 
he agrees to the deal. So when she reveals she never had any intention to marry him, Michael 
feels betrayed by his foe yet again. With no other ammunition for retaliation, he forcefully kisses 
her. The kiss leaves them both conflicted. He hates Dinah and she hates him, but damn if that 
kiss wasn’t hot. 

Despite the wave of clashing emotions that follow the kiss, Dinah still takes joy in 
rebuffing Michael—at least until she finds out that Father Teddy, the man she has lusted after 
throughout all of adolescence, is actually her father. Realizing that all these years, the attention 
Father Teddy gave her had nothing to do with sexual tension—but was simply his taking care of 
her without compromising his vows of chastity, poverty, or obedience—hits Dinah hard. Angry 
and irrevocably damaged by the news, Dinah’s entire sense of identity is completely crippled, 
and her resentment for both parents becomes twofold: not only did they both lie to her, but their 
genes have literally been a lethal combination for her. Impulsively, Dinah decides to marry 
Michael, hoping she’ll wound her father by marrying someone he hates. 

Dinah tells Michael she wants to marry him and win the scholarship, and relishing the 
role reversal and his new position of power, Michael rejects her out of spite. But Dinah won’t 
accept defeat, and blackmails Michael into letting her follow him on an illegal breaking-and-
entering job. For Dinah, going with him while he steals from someone’s home has as much to do 
with irritating Michael as it does with simply wanting to be bad. She’s seen Michael go through 
life cheating and stealing with nary a consequence, while her hard work has only rewarded her 
with illness after illness and a crush on her own father.  

After Dinah helps him on his stealing job, Michael realizes that they actually do make a 
good team. They decide to partner up and win the scholarship, knowing there are only a few 
weeks left to become legally married. As the plot and plan together, they soon become able to 
spend time together without fighting. While being fake fiancés, they start to trust each other and 
actually become friends, and Michael finds himself falling in love with his worst enemy. 
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Meanwhile, Dinah finally has Father Teddy’s undivided attention, as he is desperate for her to 
stay away from Michael. Her goal is still to hurt her father, but she’s starting to fall for this side 
of her rival that she’s now only seeing for the first time. 

But Dinah doesn’t want to fall for anyone—not after the heartbreak she suffered with 
Father Teddy. So while at a dinner with a member of the scholarship committee, a tipsy Dinah 
fools around with someone else, and Michael unwittingly catches them in the act. Though their 
engagement and marriage are a sham, he hates the thought of Dinah with someone else and feels 
incredibly betrayed. This leads to an ugly, long overdue, no-holds-barred fight between them, 
where Dinah astutely points out that the only reason Michael steals everything is because he 
doesn’t believe he deserves to be given anything by anyone – including love. Instead of giving 
her the satisfaction of being right, Michael hits Dinah below the belt emotionally. Storming away 
after their fight, she drives away in Michael’s (stolen) ride and crashes into a ditch, losing 
consciousness and a lot of blood very quickly. 

Michael gets her to the ER just as she’s going into shock. Things aren’t looking good, 
and he spends the night freaking out that she might not survive. He feels guilty for blowing up at 
her and realizes that everything she said about him during their fight was true—that his 
kleptomania and penchant for stealing stems from the belief that he doesn’t deserve love. He also 
realizes that he does need Dinah more than anything.  

Dinah survives her incident, and Michael confesses that seeing her with another man 
made him jealous, but more than anything he was afraid that she would die and that he’d lose her 
forever. Dinah is overcome with affection for him, and they almost consummate their 
relationship—or whatever it is—before she puts a stop to it. Her newfound feelings for Michael 
overwhelm and frighten her, and she won’t risk getting her heart broken ever again. On the other 
hand, the aborted hookup makes Michael see clearly how much he really wants to marry her, 
scholarship or no scholarship. 

Michael accepts a job that’s as shady as all his other work, but he requests being paid as 
an actual employee with health benefits that he can extend to a spouse. Once he has this, he 
presents the information to Dinah and proposes to her before a large group of people. When he 
proposes—this time with sweetness instead of arrogance—she accepts, seeing him as someone 
she needs and trusts, and no longer as an enemy. She accepts the marriage as a pure business 
transaction with no feelings involved, and with a new last name, she hopes she can create a new 
identity for herself. She marvels over how authentic that proposal looked, blissfully unaware that 
Michael meant every word of it.  

So Michael gets what he wanted—a marriage that can help him win a full-paid 
scholarship—but he wishes the marriage was real. He wishes Dinah loved him, but has no idea 
how to tell her how he feels. Even so, Dinah no longer believes in love, and this blinds her to her 
true feelings for Michael—which becomes a major problem as we head into Book #2 of the 
series. 
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Fifth Draft  
 
From Jennie: Every last little thing has been polished. 
 

 

MADE IN HEAVEN 

by Lizette Clarke 

 

[Context + whose story is it?] 

Michael Andante is a former prodigy who feels more comfortable using his talented hands to pick pockets 
than play the piano. He steals professionally, but also because he legitimately can’t help himself. Born a 
triplet and abandoned at birth, Michael, his sister and identical brother have spent their entire lives at St. 
Alban’s Catholic orphanage. Despite this, Michael is narcissistic and entitled, believing that his cute face 
and lack of parents allow him to take and do whatever he pleases. But when his arrogance leads him to 
overlook and miss out on all viable financial aid options for college, he realizes he may not be able to 
attend the school of his dreams. Without some way to pay for school, he’ll be stuck—another St. Alban’s 
orphan who never amounted to anything.  

[Context + what does the character believe/want?] 

Because he doesn’t believe he should have to pay for anything in life—including higher education—
Michael jumps on the chance to cheat his way into free tuition when he discovers a diversity scholarship 
for married minority students. Michael knows he can convince the scholarship committee to award him 
with four years of tuition, but he needs to find someone to marry him before the application deadline in 30 
days. 

[What’s standing in his way?] 

That’s where Dinah DiMinuendo comes in—the one other person of color Michael knows who’ll be 
going to the same college in the fall. An overachiever with a high IQ, Dinah lives with a rare form of 
hemophilia and sees her entire existence as a challenge—and that’s not a bad thing. She lives for 
competition and loves beating the odds, and few things please her more than outsmarting Michael 
Andante. She looks forward to graduating high school, leaving the orphanage, and starting college, where 
she believes she can become her own person, living beyond the shadow of her mentally ill mother. Dinah 
wants Father Teddy—the sexy Greek priest who she has crushed on for years—to love her, but more than 
anything, she wants someone to love her. She wants someone to choose her and make sacrifices for her 
for once, the way her young mother—an orphan herself—never could. 

 

[This happened and BECAUSE OF THAT this happened + why it matters] 
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Michael and Dinah hate each other, but Michael still expects her to put their stormy history aside and help 
him out by getting married for the scholarship. Relishing that she has something Michael wants, Dinah 
teases him and strings him along, even convincing him to work the kissing booth at her fundraiser in 
exchange for her hand in marriage. Even though kissing strangers—kissing anyone—is not something the 
intimacy-averse Michael is comfortable with, he agrees to the deal. So when she reveals she never had 
any intention to marry him, Michael feels betrayed by his foe yet again. With no other ammunition for 
retaliation, he passionately kisses her. The kiss leaves them both conflicted. He hates Dinah and she hates 
him, but damn if that kiss wasn’t hot. 

[This happened and BECAUSE OF THAT this happened + why it matters] 

Despite the wave of clashing emotions that follow the kiss, Dinah still takes joy in rebuffing Michael—at 
least until she finds out that Father Teddy, the man she has lusted after throughout all of adolescence, is 
actually her father. Realizing that all these years, the attention Father Teddy gave her had nothing to do 
with sexual tension—but was simply his taking care of her without compromising his vows of chastity, 
poverty, or obedience—hits Dinah hard. Angry and irrevocably damaged by the news, Dinah’s entire 
sense of identity is completely crippled, and her resentment for both parents becomes twofold: not only 
did they both lie to her, but their genes have literally been a lethal combination for her. Impulsively, 
Dinah decides to marry Michael, hoping she’ll wound her father by marrying someone he hates. 

[What happens externally and internally + why it matters] 

Dinah tells Michael she wants to marry him and win the scholarship, and relishing the role reversal and 
his new position of power, Michael rejects her out of spite. But Dinah won’t accept defeat, and blackmails 
Michael into letting her follow him on an illegal breaking-and-entering job. For Dinah, going with him 
while he steals from someone’s home has as much to do with irritating Michael as it does with simply 
wanting to be bad. She’s seen Michael go through life cheating and stealing with nary a consequence, 
while her hard work has only rewarded her with illness after illness and a crush on her own father.  

[This happened and BECAUSE OF THAT this happened + why it matters] 

After Dinah helps him on his stealing job, Michael realizes that they actually do make a good team. They 
decide to partner up and win the scholarship, knowing there are only a few weeks left to become legally 
married. As the plot and plan together, they soon become able to spend time together without fighting. 
While being fake fiancés, they start to trust each other and actually become friends, and Michael finds 
himself falling in love with his worst enemy. Meanwhile, Dinah finally has Father Teddy’s undivided 
attention, as he is desperate for her to stay away from Michael. Her goal is still to hurt her father, but 
she’s starting to fall for this side of her rival that she’s now only seeing for the first time. 

[This happened and BECAUSE OF THAT this happened + why it matters] 

But Dinah doesn’t want to fall for anyone—not after the heartbreak she suffered with Father Teddy. So 
while at a dinner with a member of the scholarship committee, a tipsy Dinah fools around with someone 
else, and Michael unwittingly catches them in the act. Though their engagement and marriage are a sham, 
he hates the thought of Dinah with someone else and feels incredibly betrayed. This leads to an ugly, long 
overdue, no-holds-barred fight between them, where Dinah astutely points out that the only reason 
Michael steals everything is because he doesn’t believe he deserves to be given anything by anyone—
including love. Instead of giving her the satisfaction of being right, Michael hits Dinah below the belt 
emotionally, implying that she’s just like her mother. Storming away after their fight, she drives away in 
Michael’s (stolen) ride and crashes into a ditch, losing consciousness and a lot of blood very quickly. 
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[This happened and BECAUSE OF THAT this happened + why it matters] 

Michael gets her to the ER just as she’s going into shock. Things aren’t looking good, and he spends the 
night freaking out that she might not survive. He feels guilty for blowing up at her and realizes that 
everything she said about him during their fight was true—that his kleptomania and penchant for stealing 
stems from the belief that he doesn’t deserve love. He also realizes that he does need Dinah more than 
anything.  

[This happened and BECAUSE OF THAT this happened + why it matters] 

Dinah survives her incident, and Michael confesses that he seeing her with another guy made him jealous, 
but more than anything he was afraid that she would die and that he’d lose her forever. Dinah is overcome 
with affection for him, and they almost consummate their relationship—or whatever it is—before she puts 
a stop to it. Her newfound feelings for Michael overwhelm and frighten her, and she won’t risk getting 
her heart broken ever again. On the other hand, the aborted hookup makes Michael see clearly how much 
he really wants to spend his life with her, scholarship or no scholarship. 

[This happened and BECAUSE OF THAT this happened + why it matters] 

Michael accepts a job that’s as shady as all his other work, but he requests being paid as an actual 
employee with health benefits that he can extend to a spouse. Once he has this, he presents the 
information to Dinah and proposes to her before a large group of people. When he proposes—this time 
with sweetness instead of arrogance—she accepts, seeing him as someone she needs and trusts, and no 
longer as an enemy. She accepts the marriage as a pure business transaction with no feelings involved, 
and with a new last name, she hopes she can create a new identity for herself. She marvels over how 
authentic that proposal looked, blissfully unaware that Michael meant every word of it.  

[Resolution] 

So Michael gets what he wanted—a marriage that can help him win a full-paid scholarship—but he 
wishes the marriage was real. He wishes Dinah loved him, but has no idea how to tell her how he feels. 
Even so, Dinah no longer believes in love, and this blinds her to her true feelings for Michael—which 
becomes a major problem as we head into Book #2 of the series. 
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